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lakes; but yet earlier white traders had their trading posts on 
Red, Cass, and Sandy lakes, though leaving no written records 
for history. 

Warren Upham 

Chronicles of Canada. Edited by George M. Wrong and H. H. 
Langton. In thirty-two volumes. (Toronto, Glasgow, 
Brook, and Company, 1914-1916. Illustrated) 

To produce a comprehensive history of a country which shall be 
at the same time scholarly and reliable in content, and popular 
and attractive in form is a worthy but difficult undertaking. Such, 
however, appears to have been the aim of the publishers and 
editors of this work, and in that aim they have been surprisingly 
successful. They have secured the services of a group of writers, 
most of whom have established reputations as historical students, 
and these writers have demonstrated anew the proposition that 
there is no essential antithesis between scholarship and literature. 
The series has the usual excellencies and defects of cooperative 
work. Each volume, as a rule, is the work of a specialist in the 
subject dealt with and thus embodies the results of the most recent 
investigations, but there is necessarily considerable unevenness in 
quality from both the scholarly and the literary standpoints, and 
the series as a whole is loosely organized. The thirty-two volumes 
are grouped into nine parts, beginning with "The First European 
Visitors" (2 v.). This is followed by "The Rise of New France" 
(5 v.), "The English Invasion" (4 v.), and "The Beginnings of 
British Canada" (3 v.). Thus far the arrangement is essentially 
chronological, but part 5, entitled "The Red Man in Canada," 
consists of biographies of Brant, Pontiac, and Tecumseh, while 
part 6 (6 V.) is a sectional group dealing with the "Pioneers of 
the North and West." The chronological treatment reappears in 
part 7, "The Struggle for Political Freedom" (4 v.), and part 8, 
"The Growth of Nationality" (3 v.), but the last part (2 v.) is 
a topical group on "National Highways." Nearly half of the 
volumes are essentially biographical in character, a fact which 
adds to the interest of the individual volumes but detracts from 
the unity of the series as a whole. The books are small, averaging 
only about two hundred pages, well printed, and attractively 
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bound. Numerous illustrations and a few well-executed maps 
are included. There are no footnote references, but each volume 
contains a brief bibliographical note. The indexes are quite inade- 
quate. 

Some of the volumes of the series have a special interest for 
students of Minnesota history. Stephen Leacock's Dawn of 
Canadian History deals with early man in America, the Indians, 
and the Norsemen, but makes no mention of the Kensington 
Runestone. T. G. Marquis' Jesuit Missions has chapters on "The 
Dispersion of the Hurons" and "The Missionary Explorers." 
Agnes Laut's 'Adventurers of England' on Hudson Bay is "A 
Chronicle of the Fur Trade in the North," and L. J. Burpee's 
Pathfinders of the Great Plains is "A Chronicle of La Verendrye 
and His Sons." Louis A. Wood tells the story of Lord Selkirk's 
ill-fated enterprise in The Red River Colony. In All Afloat, by 
William Wood, and The Railway Builders, by O. D. Skeltoo, is 
seen the connection between the development of transportation in 
Canada and the United States. 

Solon J. Buck 

History of Cottonwood and Watonwan Counties, Minnesota; 
Their People, Industries, and Institutions. John A. Brown, 
editor-in-chief. In two volumes. (Indianapolis, B. F. 
Bowen and Company, 1916. 595, 486 p. Illustrated) 

In many respects this work is similar to the histories of Otter 
Tail, Nicollet and Le Sueur, and Brown counties which were 
brought out by the same publishers and were recently reviewed 
in these pages.^ It is apparently the work of company agents 
and local contributors under the supervision of a prominent resi- 
dent. The two volumes display the same excellence of external 
form, together with the usual admixture of good and bad in 
internal structure and content. "History" is still not history, but 
rather is it historical material partially unified in a form that 
might better be called a county bluebook. Biographies yet par- 
take too much of the character of eulogies. There is still room 
for improvement in the matter of maps, illustrations, and indexes. 
Progress, however, has undoubtedly been made, and it is to be 

1 See ante 378-386. 



